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2. Response to Comments

Del Mar Hills Academy/Del Mar Heights

- Historic Resident Students Actual jected Forecasted Resident Students
SY 2017 SY 2018 SY 2019 SY 2020 SY2020 SY 2021 SY 2022 SY 2023 SY 2024 SY 2025 SY 2026 SY 2027
K ” 69 59 41 59 616 56.8 634 60.5 60.2 60.2 60.2
1 75 75 69 56 61 60.6 63.5 58.5 65.3 623 62.0 62.0
2 86 77 72 66 70 614 612 64.1 59.1 66.0 62.9 62.7
3 80 87 81 70 76 732 644 64.3 67.3 621 69.3 66.1
] B84 102 79 78 %0 86.8 81.0 78.4 69.0 68.8 721 66.5
& 110 89 96 63 80 90.5 87.6 818 79.2 69.7 69.5 72.9

| Tlllll-6| 603 582 | 543 4“7 | 519 ' 512.7 | 4906 4715 467.2 459.1 460.6 462.4 |

The Carmel Del Mar/Heights and Hills Option area is included in the Carmel Del Mar Resident Projections
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2. Response to Comments

Response to Comments Kelley Huggett, dated June 11, 2021.

The commenter opposes the proposed project and supports the Modernization
Alternative without portables. The commenter states that the District should reevaluate
the best way to achieve the overall goals for the school since enrollment has been reduced
to 306 students and is projected to decline further.

See response to Comment GG-1 and Comment GG-2.

The commenter states that the Del Mar Heights School Accountability Report Card gives
the campus an exemplary rating, and states that a “grand” modernization can achieve all
goals, return students to campus sooner, and save on construction costs.

See response to Comment GG-2, Comment GG-6, and Comment GG-7.

The commenter states that the recent Del Mar Hills Modernization meeting highlights
that all education goals can be achieved with a grand modernization plan.

After considerable review of the condition of the Del Mar Heights campus and the issues
identified in the Facilities Master Plan (FMP) and the Community Design Symposium, the
District determined it is not possible to satisfy the District’s educational goals through a
modernization program. The District determined that the project as currently proposed
is preferable to the Modernization Alternative.

The commenter states that removing the south ADA gate eliminates the only southern
pedestrian evacuation route and makes the campus potentially unsafe.

See response to Comment R-1. The maintenance gate would be used for evacuation, if
needed.

The commenter states that removing the southern gate does not eliminate the need to
study traffic and evacuation. The commenter states that the District should attempt to
reduce the number of cars entering the community as opposed to encouraging additional
driving by expanding parking. The comment asks that the District evaluate the best way
to resolve traffic.

The Focused DEIR only addresses the impacts that the court ruled required further
assessment. Traffic, circulation, and evacuation impacts were addressed in original
IS/MND. Note that reducing congestion in the neighborhood will reduce the hazards that
currently discourage the number of students walking and biking to school, which adds to
the number of parents driving students to school.

The commenter states the Modernization Alternative would be able to meet the first two

objectives due to the decreased enrollment.
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3. Revisions to the Focused Draft EIR

Table 2-1  NOP Comment Summary
Commenting Issue Addressed in
Agency/Person Date Comment Topic Comment Summary Chapter/Section:

e  Section 5.1, Biological Resources, has been updated to mention that the site is within the Los
Penasquitos Pefiasquitos Water Watershed Management Area.

e  These issues were addressed in the Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration and response
to comments. As indicated by the court ruling, the only topics that require further evaluation are
potential impacts to Southern maritime chaparral and any endangered plant species and
construction noise to adjacent residential sensitive receptors.

A discussion of the “Los Peflasquitos Watershed Management Area” has been added to Impact 5.1-1, in
Chapter 5.1, Biological Resonrces.

Direct Impacts to Vegetation Communities

Project construction would remain almost entirely within the fenced limits of the existing school, and removal
of disturbed land and ornamental vegetation (as well as developed land) would occur there, and because those
vegetation communities are not sensitive, the impacts would not be significant. Where construction would
occur outside the fenced school limits, two small areas would be directly impacted by the removal of disturbed
land and southern maritime chaparral for stormwater outfall repairs. The repair of one of the outfalls, located
along the southern project boundary, would encroach slightly into sensitive southern maritime chaparral where
no special status species occur and would temporarily impact less than 0.01 acre, which would be revegetated
with native species. Therefore, this impact would be less than significant.

Brush Management Zone 2 activities (i.e., removal of dead, woody plants and periodic pruning and thinning)
would not remove or result in a significant impact to sensitive vegetation communities or sensitive species.
Therefore, this impact is considered to be less than significant.

Moreover, the project site is within the I.os Penasquitos Watershed Management Area (WMA), which is
addressed through the Los Penasquitos WMA Water Quality Improvement Plan. The plan sets the highest

priority water quality conditions to be addressed, such as erosion and other sources of sedimentation into the

watershed. The repair is designed to prevent further erosion and degradation of the habitat. The repair would

include filling in the deep erosional gullies. Upon completion, the outfalls would be revegetated. Additionally,

the District will use cultivar and landscape variety seeds from local plant populations found within the T.os

Pefasquitos watershed and within three miles of the coast or closely related varieties chosen in consultation
with the State Parks.
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